




















Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $3.50. 
eS Please Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Il. 





The picture on our cover this month is a print of 


ike Smmacubate Neat of Mary 


(? truly beautiful image, which comes as a timely answer to the de- 
mands of the friends of the Immaculate Heart of Mary for a pic- 
ture which will inspire greater love for the Mother of God. 

Richly lithographed in 8 colors, it is finished in oil painting effect 
and requires no glass. Size, 15 x 20 inches; priced as follows: 
Unframed, $3.00; Framed, $5.00. Holy Card Size — $3.50 per 100. 
Picture is COPYRIGHT by the National Center of the Enthronement. 


Order from: THE NATIONAL CENTER OF THE ENTHRONEMENT 
4930 South Dakota Avenue, N. BE. — Washington 17, D.C. 


OR: — Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


Church Fabrics 
Cloth of Gold Gold Brocades 
Silk Damask Brocades 


Woven Emblems and Satin Orphreys to Match 


All liturgically correct as to design and color. 
Immediate deliveries. 


- Thomas A. Blake 
“House of Ecclesiastical Materials” 
366 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 








Pabernacle and Purgatory 

Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the 
supervision of a Benedictine Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 8, 1879. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1103, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 














PREMIUMS for 
AUGUST 


For ONE Subscription 


Picture of the Immaculate Heart of 


Mary — This truly inspiring picture 
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, beauti- 
fully lithographed in 8 rich colors, com- 
bines motherly tenderness with majestic 

simplicity. (Same as given on front cover.) 
Size 2% x4 inches. OR: — 


“Under Mary’s Mantle” — A booklet which treats of our 
Blessed Mother’s protecting care of her children from birth to death, 
and up to the time the soul reaches heaven; consecration of children 
to Mary; selected prayers. OR:— 


Infant of Prague Torpedo Pencil — A 2-way pencil holder, 
of white plastic material, with an image of the Infant of Prague im- 
printed in blue, and the inscription: The more you honor Me, the more 
I will bless you. Eraser and pencil come with each holder. 


For TWO Subscriptions 


“Mother Most Admirable” — sepia picture of Mary as a 
Queen, seated on a throne, holding the Infant Jesus. 9 x 14 inches. 
Very beautiful. OR:— 


“The Treasures of the Mass” — One of the most complete 
explanation of the prayers, ceremonies and mysteries of the Mass ob- 
tainable. Written in simple and inspiring language. 


For THREE Subscriptions 


(NOTE: The premiums listed for two and three subscriptions are given only 
for separate ONE-YEAR subscriptions. A subscription for three years at the 
reduced rate of $2.00 is in itself a special premium.) 


“Life of Sister Mary Fortunata Viti, O.S.B. — An edifying 
account of the heroic life of charity and self-sacrifice of a saintly 
Benedictine religious of our times, who may soon be beatified. A 
reader says of it: “I’ve read the book from cover to cover and cannot 
tell you how much it impressed me. I started to pray for a favor im- 
mediately, and within a few days received the request for which I had 
prayed for years. She will always be an inspiration to me.” OR: — 


“Gems from the Liturgy for the Feasts of Our Lord” — Two 
booklets, comprising a treasury of liturgical prayers and sacred Scripture 
texts, which the user will find most inspiring and helpful in preparing 
for the major Church feasts. 





Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 














Heaven and Garth Rejoice at Mary’s Exaltation 


Mary is taken up into heaven: the angels rejoice, 
and praising, bless the Lord. — Virgin most prudent, 
whither goest thou, like the rosy dawn? Daughter of 
Sion, all-beautiful and sweet art thou, fair as the 
moon, bright as the sun. 

(Ant. for Lauds and Vespers, feast of the Assumption.) 

















N'Y Ay ATTY 


he 
y 


Ny 
4 


‘ 


iN 4 
y 
ly 


J 


ie > ai Uj A 

et A - W, 
Git A KC _— ae S WA) mp Z 
oy ASSVMPTA EST MARIA IN COELVM: “2 SSPGAVDET EXERCITUS ANGELORYM. ALLELVIA, | 





Gabernacle and Purgatory 





Vol. 43 August, 1947 No 4 


A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada and Foreign Countries, $1.25. 
Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 








Marp’s Assumption and Heavenly Glory 


st Sat © st © Sal 


HE Mother of God has been exalted above the choirs 
of angels into the celestial Kingdom!” Joyfully and 
triumphantly this cry rings out on the lips of Holy 
Mother Church on the feast of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. It is most seemly that joy and 
gratitude be the preeminent note of today’s feast, for 
the Assumption is the feast par excellence of the 
Blessed Virgin. According to St. Bernard, this feast was instituted 
in the very times of the Apostles and has been celebrated with the 
greatest pomp and rejoicing in every age of the Church’s history. It 
is the only feast of the Blessed Virgin preceded by a vigil with an 
obligatory fast, and is a feast with an Octave. 

Though we find no mention of Our Lady’s Assumption in the 
writings of the Apostles and Evangelists, we must remember that the 
scope of the Gospels is restricted to the account of the life and doc- 
trines of Christ. Their narrative goes only as far as the Ascension. 
Likewise the Acts of the Apostles is intended to be a record of the 
the first years of the labors of the Apostles, particularly of St. Peter 
and St. Paul, and the Epistles are pastoral letters on particular sub- 
jects. But from the earliest times the faithful have accepted the tradi- 
tion of Mary’s glorious Assumption, the universal belief that her body 
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was preserved from corruption and soon after her death was taken up 
into heaven where it was united to her soul and she was crowned Queen 
of the angels and saints. This tradition is based chiefly on the writ- 
ings of St. Denis the Areopagite, one of the companions of the Apostles 
and an immediate eyewitness of Mary’s death, and also on the works 
of St. Juvenal of Jerusalem. According to St. Denis, the Apostles 
were spectators at the passing of Mary, and found her tomb, in the 
Valley of Josephat, empty when reopened on the third day, though 
they had not departed from it during the time intervening after the 
burial. 

It need not surprise us that the tradition of Mary’s Assumption 
has always been universally affirmed even though the Church has never 
formally declared it a dogma. The Apostles, as we know, dispersed 
to all parts of the world to preach the Gospel and undoubtedly made 
known the story of Mary’s death and Assumption wherever they went. 
The day, perhaps, is not far distant when this belief will be proclaimed 
an article of Faith. Our present Holy Father, Pius XII, only last 
year called for the opinions of the Bishops of the whole world, and 
desired to know whether the clergy and people are united in favoring 
the proclamation of this belief as a dogma. It is the ardent wish of 
the Holy Father that fervent prayers be offered to obtain Divine light 
and guidance in this important question. The faithful are therefore 
urged to offer the Holy Sacrifice, receive Holy Communion and offer 
prayers for this intention, the propitious outcome of which would pro- 
mote so admirably the glory of God, increase devotion to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, and exalt Mother Church. 

In the Book of Wisdom, from which the Lesson read during the 
Mass of the feast is taken, the Holy Ghost represents Mary’s glory 
beneath the most varied symbols, and under the brightest and most 
captivating figures: flowers and fruits; the rarest plants; perfumes, 
the most precious; delicate and graceful ornaments of superb beauty. 
Yes, her loveliness has the brilliant hues of the early dawn, the mild radi- 
ance of the moon, the gorgeous splendor of the orb of day. But in 
reading these words of Sacred Scripture we must not stop at the terres- 
trial ideas conyeyed by the senses. We must realize the cause of the 
glory which these things symbolize. This beauty of which the Holy 
Ghost speaks, this loveliness of the favored daughter of the “King of 
kings,” is entirely from within (Ps. xliv. 14), and arises from the in- 
estimable gifts wherewith the Lord, “who has done great things to 
her,” has adorned her. 


God, haying chosen Mary in His eternal counsels to be His Mother, 
made her more pleasing to Him at her very conception than any other 
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soul. That she might remain worthy of her incomparable destiny, He 
endowed her with the graces necessary to preserve her spotless purity, 
the absolute stainlessness of her soul. Moreover, at every moment of 
her life, through her preeminent assiduousness in corresponding to God’s 
new graces, she was enriched with new traits of supernatural beauty. 
No other creature ever possessed such incomparable virtues as did Mary. 
Never before or since was there a soul so humble, so patient, so chari- 
table, so compassionate, so considerate, so obedient, so holy; never was 
there a heart so generous, so devoted, so noble, so great, so nearly re- 
sembling the Heart of the Son of God. Mary was at once Virgin and 
Mother; the marvel of nature, endowed with incomprehensible grace; 
the creature of the Most High, and yet His Mother; the handmaid, and 
the Mother of God; the daughter of fallen Eve, yet the true Eve, the 
true Mother of all the living; the very epitome of all the goodness, the 
charity, the mercy, the power of God; the mirror of His incomprehen- 
sible perfections. 

It would, of course, be impossible for anyone to describe the ex- 
cess of glory with which Mary is adorned in heaven, or to speak fitting- 
ly of the sublimity of the Ever-blessed Virgin’s throne. Her glory ex- 
ceeds that of all others. She has a rank of her own; her throne is raised 
unspeakably higher than that of any of the angels or saints. The glory 
she possesses is not alone a glory like that of the Word Incarnate; it 
is in a certain way an entering into that glory. On the day of Mary’s 
Assumption and Coronation, Jesus, the King of Glory, gave the greatest 
proof of His filial love. He crowned His beloved Mother Queen of 
heaven and earth and glorified her beyond every other creature. There 
is no one but the King who precedes her. She is so glorious that God 
has, as it were, clothed her with His own glory. She is so great and 
so powerful that the extent of her greatness and power cannot be 
fathomed or measured by any creature. 

But in considering Mary’s prerogatives and her supereminent glory, 
we must not be content merely to admire. It behooves us to praise 
and thank God, who in His mercy has so dignified our human nature. 
It is imperative that we extol and glorify the Creator who has made 
a creature so wonderful, so powerful, so sublime. Mary is, after God, 
the center of the prayer and praise of the Catholic world. She is in- 
separable from her Divine Son; their names are repeated every day by 
every faithful child of the Church. In their honor every race and color, 
every rank and station of life have united, and will always unite in 
songs of homage and praise. We, too, acclaim her and will do our utmost 
to pay her fitting honor. At the same time we will remember that heav- 
en is the goal of our life on earth, that we too are destined for the ever- 
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lasting happiness of the highest glory, even the glory of God, for the 
beloved Apostle assures us that “we shall be like to Him” (1 John iii. 
2), and that we “shall reign with Him forever and ever” (Apoc. xxii. 
5). If we would but allow these magnificent teachings of our holy 
Faith to penetrate deeply into our souls, how great and how generous 
would be our devotion to God, and how much more faithfully would 
our conduct correspond with His graces and favors and with the sub- 
limity of our hopes than perhaps they do now! 

It behooves us to remember also that heaven is not for sluggards, 
for Our Lord tells us, “The kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and 
the violent bear it away” (Matt. xi. 12). We must, therefore, learn 
like Mary, to love before all else that which is truly lovable — GOD, 
and the means of pleasing and of being united to Him. We must learn 
to disregard, like Mary, that frail, earthly beauty which fades and withers 
away, and falls at length under the sickle of death, to give place to hide- 
ous corruption. In its stead, we must fix our hearts on that interior 
loveliness, that spiritual beauty of soul which renders us pleasing to 
God, and will one day cause us to be associated with Him in His glory 
and happiness. Finally, we must remember that while meriting the 
felicity of heaven for our soul, we merit it also for our body; and that, 
consequently, all that we do in time for the supernatural beauty of 
our soul, we do not alone to promote our soul’s eternal blessedness, but 
also to secure the glorification for all eternity of our body. 

Let us then strive with all our might to live according to the dic- 
tates of a good conscience and endeavor assiduously and perseveringly 
to perform positive acts of virtue so as to obtain the reward God has 
in store for us. Let us remember in our temptations and difficulties that 
Mary is the great Mediatrix of all graces, and go to her in childlike 
confidence and trust, imploring her assistance. Above all, let us be- 
seech her for the grace of perseverance, which will assure to us a final 
exaltation in heaven like her own. 


Novena in Honor of Mary’s Assumption 
August 6 — 14 
A® invitation is extended to one and all to join with us in the annual 
novena to be made in honor of our Blessed Mother’s glorious As- 
sumption, in each of our four Eucharistic Sanctuaries, at Clyde, Missouri 
— Mundelein, Illinois — Tucson, Arizona — and Kansas City, Missouri. 
The novena will extend from AUGUST 6 to AUGUST 14 inclusive, and 
it is urged that those who participate do so by assisting fervently at 
Holy Mass and receiving Holy Communion on these days as well as 
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reciting the special Novena prayer. Those who wish may send in their 
petitions, and we shall be happy to place them near the altar of Ex- 
position during the Novena. 

Through the gracious intercession of Mary we may confidently 
hope to obtain all our petitions, whether for body or soul, for our- 
selves or others, provided 
they be conducive to our eter- 
nal interests, for it would as- 
suredly be impossible for 
God to grant requests that 
would be detrimental to our 
own or others’ salvation. But 
let us go with the greatest 
confidence to Mary, whose 
prayer is all-powerful with 
God, who can turn into joy 
all the sorrows of life, and 
who, after Jesus, is our surest 
hope. Yes, let us with ever- 
increasing fervor entrust to 
our Blessed Mother all our needs. Let us remember that Mary is our 
Mother and at the same time Queen of heaven. As our Mother she has 
the means at her disposal of granting our requests. 

Confidence and trust in God’s goodness and love must be the key- 
note of our prayers. The Fathers of the Church assure us that the 
measure of grace God accords to us is that of our trust in Him. St. 
Bernard says: “All things upon which you set your trust are yours. 
Do but expect much of God and He will do much for you; expect but 
little and He will do little.” And the Little Flower assures us: “We 
can never have too much confidence in our God. As we hope, so shall 
we receive.” The same may be applied to the Blessed Virgin. As a 
suitable prayer for the nine days of the novena, we recommend the 
“Memorare” of St. Bernard, followed by three Hail Marys. 





Memorare 
Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known 
that anyone who fled to thy protection, implored thy help, or sought thy 
intercession was left unaided. Inspired with this confidence, I fly unto 
thee, O Virgin of virgins, my ‘Mother! To thee, I come; before thee 
I stand, sinful and sorrowful. O Mother of the Word Incarnate, de- 
spise not my petitions but in thy mercy hear and answer me, Amen. 


Petitions may be sent to: 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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St. Louis Grignon De Montfort 


And His Message for Our Times 
An —POnOs— 
~/ ({) VER two centuries have passed by since Louis de Montfort 


@ saints have been raised up by God with a message for the 

world and the age they lived in; men and women who, within 

a short time, have been placed by the Church on her glorious 
list of saints: Conrad of Parzham, John Bosco, the Cure of Ars, the 
Little Flower, Gemma Galgani, Euphrasia Pelletier, Francesca Cabrini. 
But God directs all things by His Wisdom, and if Grignon de Montfort 
has been left in seeming obscurity for two hundred and fifty years, it 
is not without reason. God’s hour has now struck. His servant is now 
to be honored throughout the world. God has brought him to the fore- 
front at the present time because he has a special message for our mod- 
ern world; and if we are to co-operate in God’s plan, we must hearken 
to the teachings of this great apostle and imbibe his spirit, the spirit 
of all for Jesus through Mary. There have been many indications in 
recent years that this is the “Age of Mary”, and of De Montfort’s True 
Devotion to her. De Montfort’s canonization, which took place in 
Rome on July 20, 1947, is the signet-seal God places upon this devo- 
tion as the need of our times. 

Born in Brittany, in 1673, Louis de Montfort was the eldest of 
seventeen children. After studying at the Jesuit College in Rennes and 
the Parisian Seminary at St. Sulpice, he was ordained at a time when 
religious and moral decadence, resulting from the ravages of the Jan- 
senistic heresy, was a drastic threat to the well-being of the Church in 
France. De Montfort’s first assignment was to a hospital at Poitiers. 
Realizing the need for a congregation of nuns to care for the sick and 
educate the young, he founded the “Daughters of Wisdom.” On Feb- 
ruary 2, 1703, he gave the grey and white habit of the Congregation 
to Mother Marie Louise of Jesus, its first member. 

In obedience to the orders of Pope Clement XI, Montfort then de- 
voted himself to preaching missions and retreats throughout western 
France, pointing out the falsehoods of Jansenism and preaching his 
“Perfect Devotion to Mary.” Later he founded the Company of Mary, 
a society of priests and lay brothers, to perpetuate his work. The Order 
is now found all over the world. 

Worn out by his excessive labors, Montfort died at the early age 
of forty-three, in the year 1716. His body was interred at St. Laurent- 
sur-Sevre, where the Motherhouses of the Company of Mary and of the 


walked the rough roads of France. During that period many: 
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Daughters of Wisdom are located. His. renown for holiness spread so 
rapidly that, without delay, first diocesan and then apostolic processes 
were instituted. After these, Pope Gregory XVI, in the year 1838, re- 
ferred the cause of his beatification to the proper Sacred Congregation. 
In 1869 Pius IX declared that the Servant of God had practiced virtue 
in a heroic degree. Leo XIII, after his recognition of Montfort’s mira- 
cles, conferred upon him, on January 22, 1888, the honor of beatifi- 
cation. In 1928, Pius XI granted permission to resume the Cause of Can- 
onization. By decree of the Sacred Congregation, dated January 11, 
1942, Pope Pius XII announced two miracles wrought through Mont- 
fort’s intercession. Finally, on May 21, 1945, the Sacred Congregation 
of Rites issued the decree “De Tuto”, declaring “We may proceed se- 
curely with the solemn canonization of Blessed Louis Marie Grignon.” 
For reasons of expediency the Holy Father deferred this honor until the 
month of July this year. ' 


St. Louis de Montfort has become known throughout the whole 
world by his manual, “True Devotion to the Blessed Virgin,” which has 
been translated into almost every language. In it Montfort stresses the 
motherly mediation of the Blessed Virgin Mary. He teaches that Mary 
is the Mediatrix of all graces. It is through her that God gave us Jesus, 
in whom, as St. Paul says, we have received all things, and it is through 
her that we must go to Jesus and to the Father. It is to the interest 
of our personal salvation and sanctification to go to Mary for her power- 
ful assistance in this all-important work. We are in constant need of 
her guidance and merits to make our good works worthy of acceptance 
by God, and to effect the transformation of our lives which will assure 
the eternal beatitude in heaven for which we have been created. We 
are all called to be saints, and must become so indeed, though not neces- 
sarily in the highest degree, in order to obtain our eternal and unfad- 
ing crown. But to be a saint ‘is simply to live for God. It is to live 
one’s life in fulfilling one’s duties towards the neighbor and self, in 
observing the commandments and keeping oneself in the state of sancti- 
fying grace. For the ordinary Christian, life consists of many duties 
and obligations, and the duty of honoring God is just one among many. 
But the person who strives for real perfection, for sanctity in a higher 
sense, has a different outlook on life. For him there is only one duty 
— to serve God at every moment, All duties and necessities are united 
under this one aim. He lives to serve God, and serves Him by living. 
This is his life’s work, his very food and drink, his rest and recreation. 

Like every other saint, Montfort gave himself up entirely to the 
service of God, but he did so through Mary. She was the Mistress and’ 
Queen of his heart; he was her kingdom and possession. His body: 
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and soul, his material and spiritual riches, his every thought, word, and 
act were given to Mary to be used as she saw fit for God’s greater honor 
and glory. This was his way to holiness, his secret of sanctity, the way 
that he sets forth for all who aspire to sanctity.* It is simply to offer 
all the actions of everyday life to God, to Jesus, through Mary, be it a 
household duty, a task at the factory or office, a spiritual work, taking 
food and drink, or simply a matter of recreation. Such is the message 
which Montfort brings to each one for his personal sanctification. Its 
practice comprises the very fundamental rules of the spiritual life — 
recollection or living in the presence of God; purity of intention, doing 
everything for Jesus and Mary; the imitation of Christ’s virtues, living 
with Mary, and doing everything as she would have done it; humility 
and distrust of self, with boundless confidence in Mary. 

The way of holiness through Mary is Montfort’s first lesson to the 
modern world; there ds also a second, namely, the royal road of the holy 
cross, From the beginning of his life, Montfort embraced the cross, re- 
joicing in its sweet austerity, its wise folly, its holy dishonor. He 
thrived on humiliation and contempt; on obstacles and difficulties. For 
him the cross was more than a seal of personal sanctity; by it he ob- 
tained grace for others, epecially the God-given grace of touching hearts. 

The modern world shuns the cross. There is a general flight from 
the duties and burdens of life. The art of life is the art of avoiding 
trouble, of keeping suffering at a distance. It is for us to learn once 
more from De Montfort that though Christ redeemed us once on the 
Cross, we must also redeem ourselves and others through the cross. It 
is for us to realze that the Passion of Christ still continues in His Church, 
in each of the members of His Mystical Body. Hence we must expect 
our share of crosses. Heavy crosses very likely will be few and far 
between, but every day is full of little ones. We must recognize these 
crosses as they come along, and sanctify them. Such is the perfection to 
which Christ calls us; such is the science that Montfort teaches us. 

Many souls have found the way to sanctity through Montfort’s doc- 
trines, but his teachings are not new. They are as old as Christianity, 
and sum up the pleas Our Lady herself has so urgently repeated at La 
Salette, at Lourdes, at Pellevoisin, at Fatima, and now apparently at 
Heede. May souls learn at least to heed them and give themselves 
wholeheartedly to their fulfilment, that Mary may triumph over sin and 
unbelief and so crush the head of the infernal serpent, as God has so 
gloriously promised. 





*The essence of this “‘secret of sanctity” is set forth in our booklet 
“To Jesus through Mary.” 10¢ 
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Fhe Queen of 
the World 


3 ee three hundred years ago, the Venerable Mary’ of 





Agreda (d. 1665) made this statement regarding the Blessed 

Virgin Mary: “It was revealed to me that through the in- 

tercession of the Mother of God, all heresies will disappear. 
This victory over heresies has been reserved by Christ for His Blessed 
Mother. By Mary salvation was begun, and by her intercession it will 
be concluded. Before the second coming of Christ, Mary must, more 
than ever, shine in mercy, might, and grace, in order to bring un- 
believers into the Catholic Faith. The powers of Mary in the last 
times over the demons will be very conspicuous. Mary will extend 
the reign of Christ over the heathens and the Mohammedans, and it 
will be a time of great joy when Mary, as Mistress and Queen of hearts, 
is enthroned.” 

Half a century later, St. Grignon de Montfort, who was raised to 
the altars of the Church on July 20, last, spoke in very similar’ lan- 
guage: “The power of Mary over all devils will be particularly out- 
standing in the last period of time. She will extend the Kingdom of 
Christ over the idolaters and Moslems, and there will come a glorious 
era in which Mary will be the ruler and Queen of human hearts.” 

A holy man of the last century (Charles Maire) is credited with 
the following statement: “When a solemn feast in honor of the most 
pure Heart of Mary will be everywhere established, the hour of the 
Church’s triumph shall come.” Many similar utterances could be added 
to these. 

Events which have taken place during the past few decades, and 
are still taking place, seem indeed to point definitely to a coming 
triumph of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, upon which, by the will of 
God, will depend the triumph of the Church over her enemies and the 
peace of the world. The decisive role which the Blessed Virgin is to 
play in the world in latter centuries was indicated by this Heavenly 
Queen herself in her apparitions at Fatima, Portugal, in 1917, when 
she asked that special homage be paid to her Immaculate Heart and 
that peace be implored through her intercession. On July 13 of that 
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year she said to her little confidants: “In the end my Immaculate 
Heart will triumph, and an era of peace will be conceded to humanity.” 


The consecration of the world to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
by Pope Pius XII in 1942 was a public and official recognition by the 
Church of her royalty, of her power over the world and her love for 
it. The extension of the Feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary to 
the Universal Church by our Holy Father in 1945 was a further rec- 
ognition of her universal sovereignty and her desire to reign over all 
hearts. So also was the magnificent homage paid to her by the Marian 
Congress in Ontario, Canada, during the month of June this year, which 
assumed an international character. Yet these public acts of homage, 
sublime though they be, cannot fulfil the desires of Mary nor attain 
their full effectiveness, unless they result in a flowering of true devo- 
tion in the hearts of the individual Christians making up the whole 
body of the Church, and a consequent transformation of their lives in 
accordance with the precepts of the Gospel. But it cannot be denied 
that there are still all too many who have paid little or no heed to the 
pleas and warnings of the Blessed Virgin and of the Father of Christen- 
dom, and many more who have remained Christians but in name. 


Now, according to reports recently published in some of our Catho- 
lic papers and periodicals, Our Lord Himself appeared at Heede, Ger- 
many, in 1945, and complained bitterly that men had not listened 
to His most holy Mother when she appeared at Fatima and admonished 
them to do penance. He said that He Himself had come at the last 
hour to warn and admonish mankind; that the times are very grave and 
men should at last do penance, turn away from their sins and pray 
much that the wrath of God may be mitigated; also, that the Rosary 
should be prayed very often because it is very powerful with God, 
and worldly pleasures and amusements should be restricted. 


“The hearts of men are so cold, so envious, and so avaricious!” 
He said, and added: “Pray! pray! pray! so that they will be convert- 
ed... During the war very many were converted... but many, too 
have become worse; they have not understood the language of the war. 
Very many people live in sin, and daily offend Me anew...” When 
asked by what sin He is offended most, He answered: “Mostly by the 
sin of impurity... Woe to those who seduce the innocent... People 
must do penance and pray...” Again He said: “Times are growing even 
more serious. If people are not converted, and continue to offend Me 
and the Immaculate Heart of My holy Mother so grievously, a still 
greater punishment will come upon mankind... Daily I am offended 
by the sins of impurity, of pride and of avarice. People must do 
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penance and be converted, so that I can withdraw My punishing 
hand. But if they do not do this, and are not reconciled with Me, 
the punishment will come.” He was asked if the people could make 
atonement to avert the punishment, and He answered: “Yes, My dear 
child, but it is time. Pray, pray! The punishments can also be miti- 
gated by prayer.” 

Prior to this, according to these reports, the Blessed Virgin had 
appeared many times to four school girls in Heede during the years 
1937 to 1940,: (one of them being later the recipient of the communi- 
cations from Our Lord mentioned above, and, among other things, strong- 
ly urged prayer and penance, and requested that the invocations 
“Queen of Purgatory” and “Queen of the Universe” be added to her 
Litany. 

Although these reported visions have not as yet received the sanc- 
tion of ecclesiastical authority, they are being carefully investigated 
by local ecclesiastics of high repute, who seem well satisfied with their 
findings so far. Moreover, their purported messages are in accord 
with Catholic teaching and with other recognized communications of 
Our Lord and His Blessed Mother. Therefore, although we must not 
anticipate the decision of the Church, who as a prudent Mother acts 
with the greatest caution in all such matters, we can make no mistake 
in applying ourselves with renewed fervor to the veneration of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary and in complying with her requests at 
Fatima to practice PENANCE, observe the FIRST SATURDAYS, and 
be assiduous in praying the ROSARY. And it might be well to em- 
phasize particularly the recommendation of penance, for, according 
to information coming directly from Sister Lucia (the only living con- 
fidant of Our Lady at Fatima), it was PENANCE in particular that 
Mary requested, to be offered for the conversion of sinners. Our 
Blessed Mother apparently referred here not so much to extraordinary 
penitential practices as to the generous offering of the sacrifices entailed 
in the performance of daily duties and in the avoidance of sin. Here 
each one of us can find a fertile field of self-denial, which can be turned 
to good account by the proper disposition and intention in all our 
actions. 

Further importance for the triumph of the Immaculate Virgin 
Mary seems to attach itself to the canonization on July 20 of St. Louis 
Grignon de Montfort (see article page 104) and on July 27 of Saint 
Catherine Laboure — another ardent lover of Mary and zealous pro- 
moter of devotion to her. It was to this humble Sister of Charity 
that Mary appeared in 1830, requesting that a special medal be struck 
according to her directions — the medal which is now so well known 
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everywhere as the Miraculous Medal, and which has been the instru- 
ment of so many marvelous favors. When Our Lady appeared to 
Sister Catherine, she held in her hands a golden globe surmounted by 
a cross, which she pressed to her heart; her eyes were raised to heaven 
and her lips moved. At the same time Sister Catherine heard an interior 
voice saying: “The globe that you see represents the whole world, es- 
pecially France, and each particular soul.” 

In a pastoral letter written in 1930, a saintly prelate gave this 
explanation of the vision: “She holds the universe in her maternal 
hands to make us understand that she is its true Mistress and Sovereign. 
To hold a globe is a kingly attitude, but what king could ever claim 
the whole universe? Mary alone is its undisputed Queen. She holds the 
universe in both hands to show us the fulness of her love... In her 
virginal hands she holds the golden globe, symbol of her world-wide 
royalty. She is Queen of the world, not by domination, force, exaction 
of her rights, but by the power of love alone. She is the powerful 
Virgin whose almighty power resides in her heart, to which she presses 
the world, that from this inexhaustible source it may draw the love 
that God expects from His creatures, as also the pardon that guilty 
but repentant creatures expect from their merciful God. The hands 
of Mary draw the world to her virginal and maternal heart. This 
gracious and expressive gesture tells us of her royal and maternal 
power. She owns us only that she may love us. While she thus bears 
the world in her hands and on her heart, her eyes are raised to heaven 
in the attitude of prayer, which obtains all graces from the infinite 
treasures of God. She is ‘Suppliant Omnipotence’ — Omnipotentia 
Supplex. She prays for the universe because the universe is hers. 
Nothing is outside her goodness because nothing is outside her power. 
In her revelation Mary tells us that the globe in her hand represents 
to her each individual soul. She excludes no one; all souls belong to 
her as to her Divine Son. She prays for each one of us because she 
loves each one of us.” (Msgr. Hiral, O.F.M., Vicar Apostolic of the 
Suez Canal, as quoted in “Queen and Mother” for March-April, 1943.) 

For many hundreds of years the Church has invoked Mary as Queen 
of the world. “Blessed Mother and spotless Virgin, glorious Queen of 
the world, intercede for us with God” (Little Office of the Blessed Vir- 
gin). In her Litany we invoke her many times as Queen, and it is most 
fitting that we do so, for as the Mother of Christ the King she is in- 
deed a Queen. Yet among these various invocations there is none which 
salutes her as Queen of the world, and it is apparently her desire that 
such an invocation be added. 

Surely it is not a mere coincidence that St. Grignon de Montfort 
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and St. Catherine Laboure have been selected for canonization at this 
particular time, when the world’s need of turning to Mary is so im- 
perative. Is it not rather a special design of the Holy Spirit, who by 
this means places before us two shining models of devotion to Mary, 
and gives us, moreover, the particular practices of devotion of which 
they were the God-chosen advocates? 


That the world may be converted and that Christ may reign over 
it, we must approach Him through the Heart of Mary — the easy, 
short, perfect and secure way. This is the essence of the doctrine pro- 
moted by St. Grignon de Montfort. “O Mary, conceived without sin, 
pray for us who have recourse to thee.” This is the invocation which, 
under Mary’s direction, St. Catherine had inscribed upon the Miracu- 
lous Medal. 

The month of August brings to us again the feast of the Immacu- 
late Heart of Mary, to be solemnly observed on the 22d, the octave 
day of her Assumption. In preparation for this feast, let us begin at 
once to make our lives as pleasing as possible to our Heavenly Mother, 
and to fulfil to the best of our ability the requests she made at Fatima 
and urge others to do likewise. Then we will be doing our part to- 
ward bringing the world to Mary’s feet and toward averting the pun- 
ishment of Divine Justice which is so gravely threatened if people do 
not soon turn to God and give up their sinful ways. According to 
Sister Lucia, it is not until a sufficient number of persons are fulfilling 
these requests that Russia will be converted and the world will have 
peace. Perhaps you who read these lines are the one person still needed 
to complete this number! 

A prominent Catholic layman, Mr. John Haffert of New York City, 
a most zealous promoter of devotion to Mary, particularly of her 
Brown Scapular, had the privilege of a personal interview with Sister 
Lucia during the summer of 1946. In the “Scapular” magazine for 
May, 1947, the official organ of the Scapular Apostolate, he makes the 
following statement: “Our Blessed Lady appeared to Sister Lucia again 
only a short time ago and told her things which had never been made 
known before in America until we were invited by the Bishop of Fatima 
to interview Sister Lucia in Portugal in the summer of 1946. Among 
these facts are that Sister Lucia has now written the rest of the secret re- 
vealed in 1917, and that it is sealed and in possession of the Bishop of 
Leiria and will be opened in 1960. Also, Our Lady gave as a sign of the 
conversion of Russia and an era of peace... the consecration of the 
Russian nation to her Immaculate Heart by the Holy Father and the 
entire Hierarchy. And finally, that the principal request of Fatima 
was SACRIFICE, and that the Rosary and Scapular (consecration to 
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Mary and meditation on her mysteries) are secondary but also integral 
and important elements.” 

Let each one of us, then, generously shoulder our portion of the 
responsibility for the fulfilment of these requests, to the end that the 
Blessed Virgin Mary may soon be recognized by all mankind — partic- 
ularly by all Christians — as the Queen of the world, and may, in her 
sublime office of Mediatrix of all graces, obtain for all men from her 
Divine Son the pardon of their sins and the grace of a sincere and ar- 
dent love for her Immaculate Heart. 


Lovers of the Blessed Virgin Mary will rejoice to know that they can 
now obtain a truly beautiful and worthy picture of the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, in oil painting finish, at the very reasonable price of $3.00 (as advertised 
on the inside of the front cover). A small reproduction of the picture appears 
as the cover design of this issue, but in colors it is far more beautiful and ap- 
pealing. May we suggest that you place your order early, so as to have the 
picture in time for the feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, August 22? And 
may we offer the further suggestion that one of these pictures will make a 
lovely gift for a wedding, birthday, graduation, or other occasion; also for 
Christmas. 





The Apostle of 
St. Joseph 


yy 
\ Bas A 


ete at ANS 


NI 





“The weak things of this world has ea 
God chosen to put to shame the strong” 
(1 Cor. i. 27). 
CA’ 
si ROTHER ANDRE, known far and wide during his lifetime 
- as the ‘“‘Miracle-man of Montreal,’’ was to all human appear- 
ts ances one of the “‘weak things of this world,” for he was both 
sickly and illiterate, and yet these seeming handicaps were no 
hindrance to the designs of God in his regard. Indeed, it seems 
that God made choice of him as a channel of graces to others precise- 
ly on account of these things. 

Born at Saint-Gregoire d’Iberville, Quebec, on August 9, 1845, and 
orphaned early in life, Brother Andre’s was a particularly pathetic 
childhood. His parents were Isaac Bessette, a poor carpenter, and Clo- 
tilde Foisy. Alfred — as Brother Andre was christened — was the 
sixth of their twelve children, two of whom died in infancy. From 
tender years Alfred suffered from dyspepsia. When he was nine, the 
death of his father struck the family as a tragic blow. As much as 
possible, relatives came to the assistance of the stricken mother, and 
the children were taken into several families. An uncle, Timothee 
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Nadeau, of St. Cesaire de Rouville, took Alfred. The boy remained 
with his uncle until he was fifteen. He was nearing his twelfth year 
when his mother also was taken from him by death. From that time 
his life was a fight for existence. In vain he tried to work at various 
trades. Apprenticeship as a cobbler and then as a baker was tried, 
but the work was too taxing for his slight, pain-wracked body. When 
his health permitted, the willing but sickly lad worked in the fields, 
but this again was too arduous. 

The youthful Alfred had found a good friend in the parish priest, 
Father Springer, for whom he often acted as choreboy. Later he came 
under the influence of the Abbe Provincial of St. Cesaire, who perceived 
that God had destined the untaught boy for some special mission, and 
who rendered great assistance to him in his spiritual and material needs. 
Under the guidance of this kindly confessor and pastor, a religious voca- 
tion, which had been blossoming for years in his heart, came to fruition. 
Since he lacked an education, and was in so precarious a state of health, 
there could be no thought of the priesthood. But about this time the 
Congregation of the Holy Cross had opened a commercial college in the 
vicinity, and Alfred was advised by the Abbe to apply for admission as 
a Brother. The obstacles of health and illiteracy stood in his way, and 
he was given to understand that there was no place for him in the 
Congregation. But his persistence and ever more apparent passion for 
a strict religious life at jength triumphed, and in 1870, after a brief 
novitiate, Alfred was received and given the name of Brother Andre. 
That same year Pope Pius IX proclaimed St. Joseph, long since the 
Patron of Canada, the Patron of the Universal Church. 


Soon after his profession, Brother Andre was sent to work in a 
boarding school restricted to boys between seven and twelve years. His 
daily tasks were of a menial nature, scrubbing floors, mending clothes, 
cutting the boys’ hair, and acting chiefly as porter. Later in life Brother 
Andre happily referred to this period with the remark: ‘My novitiate 
was scarcely finished when my superiors showed me the door, and I 
stayed there forty years — without leaving.” 


It was not long before the contentment and perfect performance 
of his lowly duties attracted attention to the sickly Brother and drew 
to him scores of people who felt the need of an encouraging word. Stu- 
dents told their parents about this saintly man and of the help they re- 
ceived from talks with him. The mothers and fathers, the tradesmen 
and beggars, the hundred and one different persons who came to the 
monastery door, began to tell their troubles to the Brother Porter as 
they waited for the one they had come to see, or they lingered a little 
after their business was finished to prolong their conversation with this 
kindly Brother who was so undeniably ‘“‘one of them.” Brother Andre 
listened, not only courteously, but sympathetically. He even wanted to 
know the details of their troubles. Moreover, having been himself of 
a delicate constitution all his life, and acquainted with sufferings of 
various kinds, Brother Andre knew how to compassionate every human 
misery and pain, and this the people at once sensed. After listening 
to each and all, Brother Andre would advise them: ‘Go to Joseph.” 

Brother Andre’s devotion to St. Joseph, which this counsel revealed, 
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‘was not mere sentiment. The Brothers of the Congregation of the Holy 
Cross are consecrated to St. Joseph, and Brother Andre took his voca- 
tion seriously. To pray to St. Joseph meant more to him than a simple 
act of piety. St. Joseph was someone very real, and Brother Andre 
never doubted that if St. Joseph asked a favor of Our Lord it would 
be granted. But Brother Andre’s love and devotion for St. Joseph could 
not remain in his own heart. It was contagious, infectious, When 
the sick and worried told him their troubles, he invariably told them 
to pray to St. Joseph, and he prayed with them. Remarkable answers 
were received. 

Somehow Brother Andre obtained a statue of St. Joseph and re- 
ceived permission to erect a little shrine halfway up the slope of Mt. 
Royal — a site purchased by the Congregation a short time before. 
His superiors allowed him to build a little chapel with the college car- 
penter’s assistance, but stipulated that it must not cost more than $200 
and must be paid for from Brother Andre’s haircuttings, for which he 
received 5¢ acut. The chapel was completed in 1904. In 1908 a larger 
one was needed, for pilgrims were coming from many points. In 1910 
this was enlarged and a residence erected for the priests and brothers 
who served the pilgrims, who now came in such vast crowds that even 
Brother Andre could not “listen” to all of them. Wonderful cures were 
constantly being reported. In 1917, a four-million-dollar Basilica was 
well under way, being financed from the offerings of grateful clients 
of St. Joseph who were cured. 

From the four corners of the world people flocked to the shrine 
of St. Joseph to obtain the prayers of Brother Andre and words of 
encouragement in their physical or spiritual sufferings. Daily Brother 
Andre received hundreds in his bare little office. To all he promised 
prayers and assured them that St. Joseph’s powerful intercession in 
heaven would work wonders. He himself claimed no supernatural 
powers, but attributed all the favurs and cures to the power of St. 
Joseph, but the mass of humanity looked upon him as the ‘Miracle 
Man.” 

On the feast of the Epiphany, January 6, 1937, when Brother 
Andre was in his ninety-second year, death ended his remarkable re- 
ligious career. But all roads still lead to 'Mount Royal, for since his 
death he is still performing wonders just as he did when alive. The 
ecclesiastical courts have been investigating his Cause, and it is hoped 
that the informative process will eventually lead to the beatification 
and canonization of this humble client of St. Joseph. 

Brother Andre rejoiced to see people choose St. Joseph as their 
guide and protector and confidently to have recourse to him, joining 
their prayer with the Church in her petition in the Mass for his feast: 
“‘We beseech Thee, O Lord, that we may be assisted by the merits of 
the spouse of Thy most holy Mother, that what of ourselves we are 
unable to obtain may be granted to us through his intercession.’’ The 
glorious Basilica of St. Joseph, with its hundreds and thousands of 
crutches and other trophies of invalids who have been healed through 
his intercession, stands as a witness that it is not in vain to GO TO 
JOSEPH! Nor is it in vain to go to Brother Andre! 
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Himself to her in a manner most sweet and intimate. And 
this union with God in the Beatific Vision will be the most 
intimate form of possession possible —- surpassed only by the 
union of the Divine nature with the human nature in Christ. 
God will, so to say, take the place of their own thoughts in the minds 
of the elect; and we know that the union between the mind and the 
thought it thinks is far more intimate than any physical union can 
possibly be. This is the highest glory to which a reasonable creature 
can be exalted, excepting only the hypostatic union in Christ and the 
Maternity of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 


Transformation of the Soul in God 


To explain this participation in the Divine nature, theologians make 
use of this very striking comparison: If a piece of iron is cast into 
the fire, it soon loses its dark color, the fire penetrates the iron and 
transforms it in such a manner that the iron becomes red and glow- 
ing like the fire, completely assumes the nature of the fire, and is en- 
dowed with all the properties of the fire, without losing its own natural 
being as iron. So the blessed soul, cast into the furnace of infinite 
Love, is penetrated with the Divinity even to its very center. It be- 
comes glorious with His glory, beautiful with His beauty, pure with 
His purity, powerful with His power, intelligent with His intelligence, 
happy with His inexpressible happiness, perfect with His Divine perfec- 
tion. In a word, it participates in His Divine nature, while retaining 
its created nature and personal identity. 

God fills the souls of the blessed with the plenitude of His light; 
He fills their will with the abundance of His peace; He fills their memory 
with the extent of His eternity; He fills all their senses and the powers 
of their soul with the immensity of His benefits and the infinitude of 
His riches. They see Him as He is; they love Him without defect; 
they behold Him, the source of all beauty, and this sight ravishes their 
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mind; they see Him, the source of all goodness, and the contemplation 
thereof satiates them with enjoyment. 

From this mutual compenetration of the soul and God, from this 
mutual possession, from this mutual love, there springs forth such a 
torrent of rapture that all the joys of this life combined would be but 
a trickling streamlet compared to an immense river. Even the very 
least among the blessed will be forced to proclaim that their felicity 
is a thousand times greater than they could ever have expected; that 
their eyes, their ears, all their senses, their soul, their heart, have all 
their desires fulfilled. 

Each one of the blessed in heaven will possess God wholly and 
entirely, for God will give Himself to each individual as fully as He 
gives Himself to all together; so that each one will enjoy and possess 
Him as completely as if God belonged to him alone. Nature affords 
us many examples to help to make this clear. The light that floods 
the world, the air we breathe, the warm sunshine that streams down 
from above, the beauties of nature, the glory of the western sky at 
sunset and the starry heavens at night — all are possessed and enjoyed 
as fully by each individual person as if he were the only one sharing 
in them. Likewise in the supernatural realm there are many analogies. 
The treasures of Divine grace are given to millions of souls without 
lessening in any way the participation of each individual. The sacra- 
ments have their full effect in every single soul, no matter how many 
millions receive them (provided the soul itself places no obstacle to 
them). Especially in the Holy Eucharist — that most sublime and per- 
fect image of our union with God in heaven — Jesus gives Himself 
wholly and entirely to each and every soul that receives Him. The 
degree of participation depends, not upon the number of persons shar- 
ing, but on the individual’s own capacity to receive the benefits bestowed. 

So in heaven each individual saint and angel can exclaim in all 
truth with the psalmist: “Thou art the God of my heart, and the God 
that is my portion forever’’ (Ps. lxxii. 26), and can sing with the raptur- 
ous love of a St. John: ‘He is all mine and I am all His, and it shall 
be so forever!” 

In this life a homely person gazing with admiration on one who 
is beautiful is not thereby made beautiful himself; a poor person 
gazing upon a rich one yet remains poor; an ignorant person looking 
upon a learned one remains ignorant as before. But it is not so with 
the blessed in heaven. In gazing upon God, they are transformed 
into the likeness of His infinite beauty and perfection. ‘‘Beloved, now 
we are the children of God,’ says St. John, “and it has not yet ap- 
peared what we shall be. We know that when He appears we shall 
be like Him, for we shall see Him just at He is’ (1 Epis. iii. 2-3). 
And this transformation is taking place even now, according to the testi- 
mony of St. Paul: “But we all, with faces unveiled, reflecting as in 
a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into His very 
image from glory to glory, as through the Spirit of the Lord” (2 Cor. 
fii. 18). And, “‘For those whom He has foreknown Heé has also pre- 
destined to become conformed to the image of His Son’”’ (Rom. viii. 29). 

According to the Angelic Doctor, St. Thomas Aquinas, the human 
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soul bears a threefold resemblance to God: It resembles God by nature, 
through grace, and through glorification. The first likeness is found 
in all men, but is imperfect; the second is more perfect, but is found 
only in the just; the third, the perfect likeness of the soul to God, 
is found only in the blessed. 


For a better understanding of this truth, let us again employ an 
example. Imagine you were to enter the studio of an artist and see 
him just completing the outlines of a human portrait on his canvas. 
All the features are already in evidence: the shape of the head, the 
eyes, the ears, the mouth, etc.; and in truth it already shows a strik- 
ing similarity to the man who is posing for the picture. A few days 
later you enter the studio again. The picture is not completed, but the 
coloring which has been added has made it much more beautiful and 
more like the person whose portrait it is intended to be. Finally, 
you see it when it has been fully completed. How perfect, how striking! 
It seems actually to live and breathe. What a vast difference between 
this completed picture and the bare outline you saw at first! 

This example demonstrates in some degree how the human soul 
bears the image of God from the beginning, but by degrees, through 
grace and the practice of virtue, becomes more and more like Him, 
until it is finally perfected in the Beatific Vision. From the first mo- 
ment of its existence the soul bears the image of God, for it is a spirit 
and therefore immortal; it is endowed with understanding and free 
will, memory, and all that pertains to a spiritual being; yet the image 
of God which it then bears is only a shadow compared to what it will 
become through grace and finally through the Beatific Vision. Then 
comes baptism, whereby the soul is elevated to the state of grace, washed 
in the Blood of Christ and clothed with the garment of innocence — 
thus commencing its beautification and adornment as in the case of the 
picture. Faith, hope, and charity are infused into it, so that it can 
live a supernatural life, and the other sacraments are added, to wash 
away stains, remove imperfections, to nourish, strengthen, and adorn it 
by degrees, and little by little to produce a greater resemblance to God. 
And finally when it leaves this earth and enters heaven, the brightness 
of God illuminates it, and it is completely transformed into Him. 

But there is a vast difference between the lifeless picture on the 
canvas and the human soul; the former is without life or motion, wholly 
passive, and does nothing toward producing the likeness of the model 
in itself. Not so the soul. It is a living, rational image of the eternal 
God, and has the ability to co-operate in the gradual development and 
greater resemblance to God, the model of perfection. Yes, it has not 
only the ability, but the positive duty, to co-operate with God to bring 
to perfection that which He commenced in the soul without its co-opera- 
tion. Although of herself the soul is incapable of even thinking a good 
thought, she can, with the help of grace, not only produce good thoughts 
and desires, but receives also the strength to carry them into effect. 
With the help of God’s .grace she can and certainly will produce in 
herself the virtues which Jesus taught and practiced — His humility, 
purity, meekness, obedience, patience, and conformity to God’s will, 
and very specially His love— love of God and love of neighbor. And 
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as soon as the love of God becomes the motive of all her actions, all 
that she does serves to perfect the image of God in her. Not only 
prayer, the sacraments, pious reading and other spiritual exercises, but 
also voluntary mortifications, resistance of temptations, yes, even eat- 
ing, drinking, innocent recreations, ete. — all help mightily toward 
producing and perfecting the image of God in her. “For those who 
love God,” says St. Paul (Rom. viii, 28), ‘‘all things work together unto 
good.”’ 

Could we behold a soul at the first instant of its existence, we should 
see the image commenced; should we see it again after baptism, it 
would appear much more beautiful, because clothed with the white 
robe of purity and adorned with the grace of God; but if we were to 
see this soul after ten, twenty, or more years of holy life, we would 
hardly recognize it, so much more beautiful and like to God would it 
have become. And finally, if we were to behold it united to God in 
the Beatific Vision we would be so overpowered by its blinding glory, 
its unearthly beauty, that we would be impelled to believe it to be 
God Himself, and not His image. 

Now we begin to realize in some measure what St. John means 
when he says we shall be like God, because we shall see Him as He is. 
During our lifetime the process of perfecting the image of God is very 
slow — so slow that at times we are tempted to believe it is entirely 
at a standstill. But in the Beatific Vision it takes place with light- 
ning swiftness; in an instant, as light penetrates a crystal, the bright- 
ness, beauty and glory of God will penetrate the soul, and it will be 
instantly raised to the degree of likeness to God which it has merited 
during life. And the resemblance to God, faintly sketched in this life 
by grace, will be consummated by that glorious reflection of the splen- 
dor of His nature in the soul. 

A diamond that is well cut and pulished, shines and sparkles in the 
sunlight with a marvelous brilliance; it darts out rays of light, like a 
miniature sun, partaking of the light of the sun, yet retaining its own 
nature. This is an image of what takes place in the Beatific Vision. 
During its sojourn in this life, God cuts and polishes the soul through 
the sacraments and through trials and sufferings; and in heaven, in His 
presence, it shimmers and gleams with inexpressible brightness, ab- 
sorbs this light and diffuses it. 

Oh, how sublime is the thought that we are created for the in- 
expressible blessedness of beholding and enjoying God, of partaking in 
His Divine nature! But we must remember also that God, who creat- 
ed us without our co-operation, will not save us without our co- 
operation. He will never polish the diamond of our soul against our 
will; we must co-operate with Him and do His will in all things. There- 
fore, when He sends painful trials, let us remember that they are all? 
strokes of His Divine hand, to remove an imperfection or a roughness 
which prevents our soul from attaining to His perfect likeness. Every- 
thing that we do in the state of grace adds:a new feature of beauty 
and prepares our soul the more for final perfection in the Beatific Vision, 
so that it may shine with all the more brightness as a perfect image 
of the living God. : Te be continued 
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Al his pious death, when the holy Patriarch went to heaven, 
the Order of monks he founded was far from failing or collapsing; 
rather, it seemed not only to be ever nourished and strengthened by 
his living example, but also to be supported and vivified by his heaven- 
ly patronage, so that it went on increasing year by year. 

All who are not blinded by prejudice 
but examine events in the light of history 
and judge fairly, must recognize what a 
beneficial influence the power and strength 
of the Benedictine Order had in that early 
period, and how many great benefits it 
conferred on succeeding generations. For, 
besides the fact, as We said already, that 
the sons of Benedict were almost alone in 
that dark age of profound ignorance and 
turmoil, in preserving the codices of litera- 
ture and learning, in translating them most 
faithfully and commenting on them, they 
were also among the pioneers in practicing 
and promoting the arts, science and teaching. The Catholic Church 
in the first three centuries of her life was in a wonderful way con- 
firmed and increased by the sacred blood of martyrs; then in subse- 
quent ages the integrity of her doctrine was kept intact against heretics 
and error by the wise and active work of the Fathers. In like manner, 
it can be asserted that the Benedictine Institute and its flourishing 
monasteries were raised up not without Divine guidance and assistance, 
in order that, while the Roman Empire was tottering, and barbarous 
tribes, goaded by warlike fury, were attacking on all sides, Christian 
civilization might make good its losses; and after civilizing nations by 
the truth and charity of the Gospels, lead them skillfully and tirelessly 
to fraternal harmony, fruitful labor and to a virtuous life, ruled by 
the precepts of our Redeemer and guided by His grace. 

Just as in past ages the Roman legions, which tried to subdue all 
nations to the imperial mother city, marched along the roads built by 
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the consuls, so now countless bands of monks whose arms “are not carnal 
but mighty to God,” are sent by the Supreme Pontiff to extend to the 
ends of the earth the peaceful kingdom of Jesus Christ, not with sword 
or violence or slaughter, but with the Cross and plough, with truth 
and charity. Wherever those unarmed bands composed of heralds of 
the Christian religion, of workmen, of farmers and teachers of sciences, 
human and Divine, passed by, there forests and untilled lands yielded 
to the plough; centres of craftsmen and fine arts sprung up; from an 
uncouth and wild life men conformed to civil society and culture. For 
them the teaching and the power of the Gospel was the light that ever 
led them on. 

Numerous apostles, burning with Divine charity, traversed un- 
known and restless regions of Europe, which they generously watered 
with sweat and blood; appeasing the populations, they lighted for 
them the torch of Catholic truth and holiness. It may then be asserted 
that although Rome by many victories extended the might of her em- 
pire on land and sea, still “her warlike conquest subjugated fewer than 
the Christian peace conquered.” For, besides Britain, Gaul, Bavaria, 
Frisia, Denmark, Germany, and Scandinavia, not a few Slav nations 
also rejoice in these monks as their apostles and consider them as 
their glory and the illustrious authors of their civilization. 

How many prelates came from their Order, who wisely governed 
dioceses previously created, founded new ones and by their labors con- 
tributed to their progress. How many illustrious teachers and professors 
established famous seats of learning and of fine arts, illumined the 
minds of many sunk in error and increased the store of profane and 
religious learning in every department. 

Finally, how many saintly men shone forth as members of the 
Benedictine Order, who spared no effort in attaining evangelical per- 
fection, and by the example of their virtue, by preaching, by really 
wondrous signs wrought under God, devoted all their energies to the 
spreading of the kingdom of Jesus Christ. Very many of them, as you 
well know, Venerable Brethren, were adorned with the Episcopal 
dignity or the majesty of the Supreme Pontificate. The names of these 
Apostles, Prelates, saintly men and Supreme Pontiffs are inscribed with 
letters of gold in the annals of the Church; it would be tedious to name 
each one here; besides, they glitter in such resplendent light and hold 
so prominent a place in history that they are easily known to everyone. 

We therefore think it most opportune that what We touched on 
briefly be pondered over seriously during these centenary celebrations 
and be put again in the clearest light before the eyes of all, so that all 
may more readily extol and praise these outstanding events of the 
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Church and may more eagerly and willingly follow the teaching and 
counsels of a holier life contained in them. 

It is not only the bygone ages that had reason to profit from the 
benefits of this Patriarch; our own age has many important lessons to 
learn from him. Let those first of all who belong to his numerous 
family learn — We do not doubt that they do — to follow daily ever 
more closely in his illustrious footsteps, and let each reduce to the 
practice of ordinary life, the principles and examples of his virtue 
and sanctity: Thus they who in obedience to a supernatural call fol- 
lowed a heavenly-sent vocation to embrace the monastic life, not only 
will correspond with it wholeheartedly and efficiently, seeking the peace 
and the calm not of their own conscience and their own eternal salva- 
tion alone, but they will also be able to labor with better effect for 
the common good of Christianity and for the promotion of God’s glory. 


Furthermore, all the classes of society, if they studiously and 
seriously examine the life, teaching and glorious achievements of St. 
Benedict, cannot but fall under the influence of his gentle but powerful 
inspiration; indeed, they will spontaneously recognize that even our 
age, troubled and anxious for the vast material and moral ruins, perils 
and losses that have been heaped up, can borrow from him the needed 
remedies. But before all, let them consider that the sacred principles 
of religion and its norms of conduct are the safest and soundest founda- 
tions of human society; if they are disregarded and compromised, 
everything that promotes order, peace and prosperity among men and 
nations, as an almost necessary consequence, gradually collapses. The 
history of the Benedictine Order bears clear testimony to this, as we have 
seen; and it was already clearly grasped by that cultured mind of 
ancient pagan times when he expressed the judgment: “You, Pontiffs, 
give greater security to the city by religion than by the encircling 
walls.” Also, “when holiness and religion are removed, there follows 
a life of turmoil and great confusion; and I would venture to say 
that when devotion to the gods fails, then fail trustworthiness, human 
society, and justice — that most excellent of all virtues” (Cicero). 

It is of first and primary importance that the supreme Deity be 
reverenced and His holy laws obeyed in private and in public life; 
otherwise, there is no human power capable of checking and keeping 
under due control the unleashed passions of peoples. Religion alone 
provides the support for what is right and honorable. 

There is another lesson and admonition given us by the holy Pa- 
triarch of which our age stands so much in need — namely, that God 
is not only to be honored and adored but must be loved as a Father 
with great charity. Charity has indeed grown cold and lies dormant, 
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so that very many seek the things of earth rather than the things of 
heaven: whence conflicting strifes give rise to frequent quarrels and 
foment distrust and bitter enmities. Since the eternal Deity is the 
author of our life and from Him we have received numerous gifts, it 
is our strict duty to love Him ardently and to direct and give ourselves 
and all we have to Him. From this Divine love, fraternal charity to- 
wards our neighbor should arise, which will lead us to consider all as 
brothers in Christ, of whatever stock or nation or culture. Thus, from 
all nations and from all the classes of a country there will arise a single 
Christian family, whose members will not be divided by exaggerated 
personal interests, but will co-operate with each other harmoniously 
and in friendly wise. If these norms, in virtue of which Benedict once 
illumined, saved, and built up the society of those turbulent times which 
was crumbling, and even led it back to better ways, be accepted and 
honored universally today, then no doubt our age will be able to come 
safe from its terrifying shipwreck, make up its losses, material and _spirit- 
ual, and adequately remedy its deep wounds. 


Besides, Venerable Brethren, the author and lawgiver of the Bene- 
dictine Order has another lesson for us, which is, indeed, freely and 
widely proclaimed today, but far too often not properly reduced to 
practice as it should be. It is that human labor is not without dignity; 
is not a distasteful and burdensome thing, but rather something to be 
esteemed, an honor and a joy. A busy life, whether employed in the 
fields, in the profitable trades or in the liberal arts does not demean 
the mind but elevates it; does not reduce it to slavery but more truly 
gives it a certain mastery and power of direction over even the most 
difficult circumstances.’ Even Jesus, as a youth still sheltered within the 
domestic walls, did not disdain to ply the carpenter’s trade in His fos- 
ter father’s workshop; He wished to consecrate human toil with Divine 
sweat. Let those, therefore, who labor in trades as well as those who 
are busy in the pursuit of literature and learning, remember that they 
are performing a most noble task in winning their daily bread; they 
are not only providing for themselves and their best interests, but can 
be of service to the entire community. Let them toil, as the Patriarch 
Benedict admonishes, with mind and soul elevated towards heaven, 
working not by force but through love; and a last word, even when 
they are defending their own legitimate rights, let them not be en- 
vious of the lot of others, labor not in disorder and tumult, but in 
tranquil and harmonious unity. Let them be mindful of those Divine 
words “in the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread” (Gen. iii. 19) ; this 
law of obedience and expiation holds good for all men. 

Above all, let this not be forgotten that looking beyond the fleet- 
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ing things of earth we must daily and increasingly strive after heaven- 
ly and lasting goods, whether we be engaged in intellectual work or 
study or in a laborious trade; when we shall have gained that goal, 
then and then only will it be given to us to enjoy true peace, undis- 
turbed repose, and everlasting happiness. 

When the recent war was raging and spread in a lamentable way 
to the shores of Campania and Latium, it reached, as you know, 
Venerable Brethren, the holy summit of Monte Cassino, and although 
We left nothing undone in persuading, exhorting, and protesting lest 
an immense loss be inflicted on religion, on culture and civilization, 
nevertheless, ruin and destruction came to that illustrious home of 
learning and piety which had survived the turmoil of centuries like 
a torch conquering darkness. Then when cities, towns, villages and 
hamlets around were overwhelmed in ruin, it seemed that even the 
Archabbey of Cassino, the head house of the Benedictine Order, was 
sharing the grief and partaking the sufferings of its sons. Practically 
nothing else survived from the destruction except the sacred crypt in 
which the relics of the holy Patriarch are preciously kept. 

At the present time crumbling walls and rubble, which brambles 
pitifully overrun, stand where lofty monuments once met one’s gaze; 
close by, a-small home for the monks has been erected recently. But 
why may the hope not be expressed, while the 14th century is being 
celebrated from the time that saintly man gained heaven after starting 
and perfecting his great work, why may it not be hoped that with the 
help of all and especially the rich and generous, this very ancient Arch- 
abbey will be restored as soon as possible to its pristine glory? This 
indeed humanity owes to Benedict; for, if today it glories in great 
learning, if it rejoices in ancient literary documents, it must mainly 
thank him and his hard-working sons. We confidently trust, therefore, 
that the future will happily realize Our hope and Our wishes. May 
this work be not only a task of restoration and reparation, but also an 
omen of better times in which the spirit of the Benedictine Institute 
and its ever opportune teaching may flourish more and more. 

Relying on this hope, to each of you, Venerable Brethren, to the 
entire flock entrusted to your care, and to the whole family of monks 
which glories in this lawgiver as master and parent, We impart, with 
great affection, as a token of heavenly grace and a testimony of Our 
good-will, the Apostolic Benediction. 

Given at Rome, at St. Peter’s, on the feast of St. Benedict, the 
twenty-first day of March, in the year 1947, the ninth of Our Ponti- 


ficate. 
Pius PP. XII 
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Helping the Holy Souls 
nant nan inane 
N procuring the release of a soul from purgatory 
we do a work which is greater than raising a 
dead man to life, for when life is restored to a 
dead man he is given only a temporal existence 
and is subject to a second death, whereas when 
a soul is delivered from purgatory eternal life 
is procured for it and it is placed in a position 
to love God as much as He desires to be loved 
by it. What joy ought we not to feel when we 
think that the souls delivered by our prayers are 
henceforth at the foot of God’s throne, praising 
Him, loving Him, and giving Him thanks for us, and that while we 
are still on earth they have already begun that act of adoration which 
will last forever! It is beyond doubt that the souls which have the 
happiness of being admitted into paradise are holier than our own, and 
more fit for the contemplation of the Divinity. If, then, we succeed in 
bringing a soul into heaven, we have procured more glory for God than 
we could give Him ourselves. While we eat, and drink, and sleep, and 
work on earth, there are in ‘heaven — oh, happy thought! — souls 
which our prayers have brought there, and which never cease to praise 
and glorify the Most High with a perfection surpassing all that we 
could imagine. 

Every one of our good works, every act that we do for God in a 
state of grace, may have four kinds of fruit: first, a fruit of merit; 
secondly, a fruit of propitiation; thirdly, a fruit of impetration; and 
fourthly, a fruit of expiation or satisfaction. In other words, every 
prayer and every good work is at the same time meritorious, propi- 
tiatory, impetratory, and satisfying or expiatory, so that the ‘faithful 
soul which does such a good work may by the same prayer ask and 
obtain a favor, appease the anger of God, merit an increase of grace 
on earth and a new degree of glory in heaven, and finally satisfy the 
justice of God by expiating its sins. 





~.- Thus the man who prays for the souls in purgatory and offers his 
good works and Communions for them, does not deprive himself of all 
the fruits which his action may merit, but only of a part — that is, the 
fruit of expiation or satisfaction. He satisfies the Divine Justice for 
the suffering souls; he asks, and may obtain their deliverance. But 
all the merit and propitiatory fruit of the act remain to him; that is 2 
personal benefit which he cannot give up. For, from the moment that 
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he acts according to the conditions required for supernatural merit, 
his action naturally acquires for him a right to the eternal reward 
promised to virtue; the good that he does appeases the wrath of God, 
and brings down God’s favor on him. Thus it can be seen that the 
very act of assisting the suffering souls in purgatory benefits in the 
first place the one who offers it, and increases the treasure of his merits 
for time and eternity. What a great treasure might be acquired during 
the present month, if we were often mindful during each day to lift 
up our hearts in fervent ejaculations in honor of its Queen and for the 
assistance of the suffering souls! 





‘“T] Was Hungry, and You Gave Me to Eat...’’ 
-O-O~ 


In his address to the National Conference of Catholic Charities last 
August, His Eminence Samuel Cardinal Stritch of Chicago made a stir- 
ring appeal in behalf of the people in war-stricken countries. Among 
other things, he said:— 


HE news of the day tells us how in some areas poor miserable starving 

men, women and children are dropping dead in their wanderings, trying to 
find food and raiment... The great grain countries of Eastern Europe are 
closed to the industrial peoples of Central and Western Europe. The industrial 
productive forces are not permitted to operate, and the unjust foreign inter- 
ference in domestic affairs of many nations makes impossible the beginning of 
that self-help and mutual co-operation without which there can be no peace. In 
this sorry condition, millions and millions are without sufficient food and clothing. 
It would not be possible for me to describe in detail the plight of these poor 
people. I am sure that it is known to you. Let it be enough for me to say that 
in Europe, in the Near East, and in the Orient, there is misery such as perhaps 
has never been known in the history of the world. It is hard for us here at 
home, with our conveniences and our abundant supply of food and clothes, to 
picture to ourselves the suffering of the hungry, the homeless and the persecuted 
in other lands. We had hoped that this condition would pass with the coming 
of the harvest this year. Our positive information is that it will continue, and 
in some places become more aggravated in the year before us... 


The task of trying to give even a little aid to the many war suf- 
ferers who appeal to our convent is a gigantic one, rendered more diffi- 
cult because only a small number of Sisters can be spared for this work. 
It woud be a great help to us, therefore, if some of our kind readers 
would send gift packages of food and clothing directly to convents or 
families, whose addresses we will gladly furnish upon request. We are 
receiving more addresses than we can take care of ourselves. We will 
also continue to devote to European relief work alms sent us for that 
purpose. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








126 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


The Divine Magnet of Souls 


een i ta eee 


HE Blessed Sacrament is the magnet of souls,” as Father 

Faber says so truly. ‘There is a mutual attraction between 

Jesus and the souls of men. Mary drew Him down from 

heaven. Our nature attracted Him rather than the nature 

of angels. Our misery caused Him to stoop to our lowness. Even our 
sins had a sort of attraction for the abundance of His mercy and the 
predilection of His grace. Our repentance wins Him to us. Our love 
makes earth a paradise to Him; and our souls lure Him as gold lures 
the miser, with irresistible fascination... On the other hand, He draws 
us to Himself by grace, by example, by power, by lovingness, by beauty, 
by pardon, and above all by the Blessed Sacrament. Everyone who has 
had anything to do with ministering to souls has seen the power which 
Jesus has... All the attraction of the Church is in Jesus, and His chief 
attraction is the Blessed Sacrament”’ (‘‘The Blessed Sacrament,” p. 616). 

This attraction of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament for souls is being 
most strikingly demonstrated in our little sanctuary of Perpetual Adora- 
tion in Kansas City, Missouri, which has become the focal point of 
Eucharistic adoration in the city during the short time since its founda- 
tion. But there is one great draw-back — the chapel is far too small 
to hold all who would like to come and participate in the Eucharistic 
services, It is this urgent need, and the equally pressing need of a 
larger convent, that impels the Benedictine Sisters, in the face of the 
present critical times, to proceed with the building of the new convent 
and chapel. As trust in Divine Providence was their mainstay in estab- 
lishing the foundation, so now it is their mainstay in the confident hope 
that God will bring to a successful completion what has been undertaken 
solely for His greater honor and glory. ; 

Since the opening of the sanctuary a little over three years ago, 
close to 9,000 hours of nocturnal adoration have been offered by the 
clergy and laity of the city, in addition to many day hours and un- 
counted numbers of visits to the Blessed Sacrament, to say nothing of 
the unceasing hours of vigil kept by the “‘official’’ adorers, the Benedic- 
tine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration. 

Who can calculate the “‘weight” of these precious hours in the bal- 
ance of eternity, to counteract the forces of evil so active in the world, 
to appease the offended majesty of God and temper the punishments of 
His justice, to make reparation to the Eucharistic Heart of Jesus for 
the countless injuries inflicted on Him in the Blessed Sacrament, and to 
draw down blessings upon a world so sadly in need of God’s mercy? 

“Unless God build the house, they labor in vain who build it,’”’ the 
Psalmist tells us (Ps. 126). We therefore beg our ever faithful friends 
to continue to implore God’s blessings by their fervent prayers. And we 
pray also for your continued help in meeting the great expense that is 
involved. By helping in this way to make possible the sublime work, 
you merit a very special share in all the good that is accomplished. Any 
offering you may make will be welcomed by us with deep gratitude, and 
will be rewarded by God for all eternity. 
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Lsittle frovers’ freague 
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ITH August comes the feast of the saint 
who gave us the holy Rosary. That saint 
is St. Dominic, whose feast is on the 4th 
of the month. It is said that St. Dominic 
always wore a sweet smile on his face, and 
was as simple and humble as a little child. 
his whole life through. Everyone who 
saw him was attracted to him by his kind- 
ness and goodness. He loved everybody, 

¢ but he had a special love for children. He 

used to gather them around him and teach them to pray the Rosary. 

The Blessed Virgin herself taught St. Dominic the Rosary, and asked 

him to teach all the people. At the time St. Dominic lived, many, very 

many people no longer believed the teachings of our holy Catholic 

Faith, and had fallen into bad ways and lived sinful lives. The Blessed! 

Mother appeared to St. Dominic and told him to get the people to pray 

the Rosary, often and fervently, thinking, as they recited the prayers, 

about the beautiful mysteries in the lives of our Blessed Lord and our 

Immaculate Mother. She told St. Dominic that if they would do this, 

they would learn once more to love God and to serve Him as they must 
do if they wished to avoid the sufferings of hell after death. St. Dominic 

converted thousands and thousands of people through the Rosary. 

In pictures St. Dominic is usually shown wearing a spotless white 
habit and black cloak, and holding in his hands a rosary. White is the 
color of innocence and a symbol of purity. Even amongst the greatest 
saints, St. Dominic is marked out by the snow-whiteness of his purity.. 
He never stained his soul by mortal sin. For this reason a hymn in 
his honor calls him “Stainless as a lily.” 

St. Dominic is anxious to help little children keep the robe of their 
baptism just as pure and spotless as he kept his. He holds out the 
Rosary to them as a special means of keeping close to God and to: 
His Most Pure Mother. In its mysteries they learn to love and imitate 
the purity of Jesus and of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. The Rosary 
prayers are the very first ones we learn: The Creed, the Our Father, 
Hail. Mary, and Glory be to the Father. 

St. Dominic is also eager to help those who have lost their purity 
by sin to regain it again, through a good confession, which will wash 
away the stains of sin and make the soul pure and white once more. 
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Again he holds out the Rosary to them. If you find it hard to, pay 
attention when saying the Rosary, call upon St. Dominic to help you. 

The black cloak worn by St. Dominic tells us that purity is only 
safe when it is protected by humility and penance, that is, mortification. 
These are not easy virtues to practice, and we need the strong, kind St. 
Dominic and the Blessed Mother to help us. 

It is especially fitting that St. Dominic’s feast comes during August, 
because this is the month of the Most Pure Heart of Mary, to which St. 
Dominic was so devoted, and whose purity he so well imitated. 

St. Dominic lived over seven hundred years ago. But just as in 
his time people had forgotten and denied God and lived sinful lives, 
so too there are many now who do the same. And in our times, too, 
even very recently, our Blessed Mother has appeared to different holy 
persons, even to little children, to urge people to do penance for their 
sins and no longer to offend God by unbelief and impurity. She has 
again asked for special devotion to the Rosary, which she wishes prayed 
every day, and for devotion to her Most Pure Heart. 

Practice: Do you love the Blessed Mother? Do you wish to make 
a sacrifice for her? We know every one of you will hasten to answer: 
“Of course, we love our Blessed Mother! Of course, we want to make 
a sacrifice for her!” 

Well, then, you must do the things she asks. (1) Keep from sin, 
especially sins of impurity. (2) Pray the Rosary every day, and after 
each decade say the little prayer: O my Jesus, forgive us our sins! 
Save us from the fire of hell, and lead all souls to heaven, especially 
those who have most need of your mercy! (3) Venerate her Immacu- 
late Heart. Honor the picture of her holy Heart. Receive Holy Com- 
munion on the first Saturday of every month, in reparation for sins 
committed against it and against Jesus, as she has especially asked. 

The very young children who would find it too difficult to pray 
the Rosary may say three Hail Marys every day instead. 


Aspiration: Sweet Heart of Mary, be my salvation! 


Spiritual Vitamin for August 


O Heart of Mary, full of grace and tenderness, be our salvation 
and the salvation of the whole world! 


Contents — August, 1947 


Mary’s Assumption and Heavenly Glory — Novena in Honor of 
Mary’s Assumption — St. Louis Grignon De Montfort and His Message 
for Our Times — The Queen of the World — The Apostle of St. Joseph 
— Know and Explain Your Catholic Faith — Encyclical on St. Benedict 
by Pope Pius XII — Helping the Holy Souls — “I Was Hungry, and 
You Gave Me to Eat. . .’"” — The Divine Magnet of Souls — Little Lovers’ 
League. 








Devotion-Inspiring — 
Booklets 
Which Make 
Enjoyable Reading 


God Himself, Our Sacrifice — An excellent booklet on the Mass which 
will imbue the reader with a deeper appreciation of the Holy Sacrifice as 
the source of all grace and sanctification, and the sublimest and most effi- 
cacious means of Divine worship. 10¢ 


The Holy Eucharist, Our All — An edifying and instructive book- 
let on the Real Presence of our Savior in the Blessed Sacrament, our Com- 
panion, our Physician, our Peace-offering, our Light, our Refreshment, our 
Strength, our Pledge of everlasting life. 10¢ 





Devotion to the Holy Face — Heart-stirring reflections and devo- 
tions in honor of the Holy Face of Jesus. 10¢ | 


Message of the Sacred Heart — An appeal of the Heart of Jesus 
for love, and His promises of sanctification for those who respond. WBspecial- 
ly recommended for priests and religious but will be appreciated by all 
devout souls who seek intimate union with Our Lord, 5¢ 


The Goodness of Our Savior to Those Who Trust Him’ — 
Treats of the mercy and love of God, and encourages souls to have recourse 
to Him with boundless confidence in every affliction and need, spiritual or 
temporal. Especially encouraging for tepid and sinful souls. 10¢ 


Magnificence of the Love of God and Perfect Contrition — 
A perfect act of love or contrition can win heaven. Many such acts assure 
a high degree of glory. This booklet explains how such acts are made and 
encourages their frequent practice. 64 pages. 10¢ 


For the Children 
Boy Heroes — An appealing Rambling Roses — Charming 


booklet about two generous and God- sketches of the lives of three young 
loving boys whose courage and striv- girls, who lived only for Jesus, 
ing for holiness will be an inspira- whose noble lives are held up for 
tion to all who read it. imitation. 


A beautiful, artistic cover design, poems and large print make these 
booklets delightful to children. Teachers and mothers will find in them 
many hints for training children, Each booklet, 10¢ 


Reduction for quantities. Postage extra. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Popular Looklets iw honor of Gos 
Heavenly Dice 


Our Lady of Fatima, Queen of the Holy Rosary — This booklet 
is especially timely for August since this month is dedicated to the Most 
Pure Heart of Mary and commemorates her Coronation as Queen of Heaven 
and the feast of her Immaculate Heart. The booklet recounts the apparitions 
of Our Lady at Fatima, and her urgent appeals for reparation through the 
Rosary and devotion to her Immaculate Heart, with the promise of Russia’s 


conversion, world peace and special graces to those who accede to her re- 
quests. 64 pages. 10¢ 


The Mysteries of Mary — Reflections on the mysteries of Mary’s 
fifteen principal feasts, with a suitable prayer for a novena and a devotional 
practice suggested in honor of each mystery. 64 pages. 10¢ 


Liturgical Prayers and Novenas for the Feasts of the Blessed Virgin 
— Contains novenas and triduums for forty different feasts, composed from 
texts and prayers selected from Sacred Scripture and the liturgy. Includes 
the August feasts of: Our Lady of the Snows; Refuge of Sinners; Assump- 
tion; Immaculate Heart of Mary; Our Lady, Health of the Sick; Our Lady 
of Consolation. A very inspirational explanation of De Montfort’s “True 
Devotion to Mary’’ makes up the second part of this 128-page booklet, in 
which are included also many beautiful indulgenced prayers, 15¢ 


Assumption Novena Booklet — 4 thirty-two page booklet with reflec- 


tions and a special prayer to be used in a novena immediately before the 
feast of the Assumption. 3 for 10¢ 


Reduction for quantities. Postage extra. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








